
 

Leadership is doing the right thing all of the time, setting an example on and off the field, 
following instructions, always trying my best and asking for help when I need it. 
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Dear Friends -  

 

     What a year 2007 has been!  We completed our sixth season in the NCJLA, began 

after-school tutoring and transitioned into year-round activities for our participants, 

including San Francisco Dragons’ games and summer camps. 

     We are grateful for the many fundraisers, gear drives and volunteer hours that have 

contributed to this past year’s activities.  Thanks to your generous support, we are 

working in the development and implementation of the program and we are very excited 

about our evolution.   

     We had three boys participate on NCJLA travel teams and began a lacrosse Physical 

Education program specifically targeted at recruiting girls at KIPP: Bayview.  KIPP is a 

public charter school that emphasizes rigorous social and academic standards.  Boys from 

our very first team, “Josh’s Boys”, graduated from High School this spring, five out of 

the ten having played lacrosse during high school.   

     From all of us at Lacrosse for LIFE, we wish you a happy holiday season and a healthy 

New Year!    Johanna Thomashefski, Executive Director   

None of us could have anticipated in 2001 the amazing relationships that would develop through 
lacrosse.  One of those first players we have been proud to watch grow is Harold Ellis III.   
After only two years with the Bulldogs, Harold made the challenging choice to continue playing 
lacrosse with a local community-based program, City Lacrosse.  While with City, Harold was a 
two-year Captain, Offensive Player of the Year and finally, MVP his senior season. 
 
In a recent interview, Harold said, “The most gratifying aspect of being the first team of LFL was 
mainly the new experience.  I had never played the sport before and on top of that there were so 
many people who cared about me who I didn’t even know; that was a new feeling for me that 
made me feel welcomed to the program.” 
 
“Six years ago our first class of boys faced the challenge of learning new  
skills on and off the field.  Several members of that group continued their  
connection with L4L and the sport throughout their high school years,  
and I am proud that Harold Ellis III, decided to accept yet another challenge: 
leaving his home state to attend college.” 
 
Harold received the Black Chamber of Commerce Scholars award and the 
Delta Theta Phi scholarship and is currently attending Tuskegee  
University in Alabama, where he is pursuing a degree in Engineering. 

 

    

 

 

“Many of my teammates and I 

would have been out on the 

streets getting into trouble 

but they encouraged us to 

stay in school by helping us 

with our work and even 

family issues.  The program is 

like a whole „nother family, 

they give you nothing but 

love and that‟s what we all 

need and I thank them from 

the bottom of my heart for 

that.”   Harold Ellis III 

  December 2007 

Spotlight on Education:  Bulldog Alum graduates Burton High and begins 

Engineering studies at Tuskegee University 

 
 

Joe and Keith with Ryan Powell 
after a Dragons’ game 

 



 
 

 

Lacrosse is just the beginning! 

 
 

 

  
                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
         

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Off the Field – Team Enrichment 

We visited San Francisco’s City Hall in May for a 
private tour.  We learned about the history of the 
city and about local politics and ways we can 
participate in our government. 
 

 

In April we were invited to EA Sports in Palo Alto.  
We were given a behind-the-scenes tour of the 
company, even meeting some graphic designers who 
were working on the new “Simpsons” video game!   
 

 

 
Local high school rivals De La Salle and St. 

Ignatius began a fundraising tradition during 
their annual match up.  Each school will rotate 

hosting the fundraiser; gate and concession 
proceeds will be donated to us!  DeLaSalle 

hosted in 2007, raising $3200.  THANK YOU! 
 

 
The 2nd Annual Jim Moss Golf Classic in Support 

of Lacrosse for LIFE was held at Poppy Ridge 
Golf Course in June, raising $15,000 .  In 2008, 
we will be changing our golf outing to the fall, 

to better accommodate our patrons. 
Click for photos  

 

 
Our good friends at Cal Berkeley hosted a Play 
Day this October, with UC Davis, Sonoma State, 

Stanford and Santa Clara participating.  The 
teams conducted a gear drive in addition to 

raising $1500  for Lacrosse for LIFE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We were touched and grateful for the many 

gear drives that were conducted on our behalf 
this past year.  Special thanks to Jack Bodine , 

Joshua Cohen and Alex Cooke  for their 
initiatives in gathering equipment and donations 

through their own youth programs. 
 

LEADERSHIP is doing the right thing, 

setting an example on and off the field, 
following instructions and asking for help 
when I need it. 

 

FRIENDSHIP is about having fun, meeting 

new people, sharing wins and losses, 

lending a hand and being fair. 

INTEGRITY means telling the truth, 

treating myself and others with respect, 
admitting when I am wrong, making it right 
and being true to my word. 

 

EDUCATION is more important than 

lacrosse. I will behave well in school and will 
focus on getting good grades. I will approach 
all things as an opportunity to learn and will 
teach what I know with kindness. 
 

 

 
òThe Spirit in the Stickó 

 
Neil Duffy explores the history 
and beauty of The Creator’s 
Game in this book. He also 

supports our efforts by 
donating the proceeds of all 

the books we sell, back to our 
program, and even mentions 
us in the acknowledgments! 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

Volunteer Corner 
 

Do you have an interest in volunteering?   
We have many opportunities to offer! 

 
From coaching and tutoring to field trips and 

fundraising events, our volunteers are integral 
to our continued efforts. 

Get more information and an application  
on our website – click here! 

 
   

          
 
 
 
 
 

Bulldo 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
  
                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
How Can You Help? 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            2007 Alumni/Coach Game  
 

 
This has been our belief from the  
start, and we are fortunate to see it 
happen every day. Our primary goal for 
2008 is to open a “LIFE-space”; a safe, 
quiet and comfortable environment for 
participants to use year-round for 
studying and socializing.  We need to 
raise $50,000 for rent, staffing, books, 
furniture, computers, internet and 
nutritious snacks, in order to embark on 
this next phase. Your financial 
contribution will help us meet this goal – 
and continue working with one kid at a 
time! 

Donate online here! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Our Board of Directors! 
 

Patrick Brown* 
Kyle M. Harrison 
Dr. Jeffrey Hays 
Andy McDonald 

Edwin Miller 
Jennifer Moss 

Jim Moss 
Johanna Thomashefski 

For biographies and contact info click here. 
 

Patrick Brown is a long-time friend of Lacrosse for LIFE.  A 
fixture in the local lacrosse community, Patrick is a 1992 
graduate of West Chester University, where he was a 
stand-out goalie.  He is actively in involved in coaching all 
levels in Northern California.  During the summer months, 
Patrick works for All-West Lacrosse Camps and provides 
private goalie instruction.  In 2006, Patrick was named an 
assistant coach of the MLL San Francisco Dragons in their 
inaugural year. 
 
“I was introduced to Lacrosse for LIFE through two friends - 
Josh Miller and Ethan Ewing, both Marin Lacrosse Club 
teammates.  It was in 2002, when I read a San Francisco 
Chronicle article about the program - that really opened 
my eyes to the awesome opportunity this program 
possesses to change young people’s lives.  Over the past 
couple of years I have developed rewarding friendships 
with the kids in our program.  It is amazing to see how kids 
and adults from all different cultures come together 
through lacrosse.  We recognize our  
Similarities and learn about our  
differences.  Providing these kids in our  
program the structure to reach previously 
unimaginable goals is a very 
powerful experience.” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

 

 
Click for Info 

 
gives 70%+ of the value of the 
vehicle sold at auction directly  
to us.   
 
This is the highest margin in the 
industry.  You receive 100% tax 
credit and they do all the work! 
 
 
 

 

òOne Kid at a Timeó 

 
Looking to donate a used auto, 

truck, RV or water -craft?   

 

 
 

 

 

Players in the above photo as 9th graders – and  

to the right – 
as juniors and 
seniors.  All 
of the boys 
pictured 
above were 
on our first 
team in 2002. 

 

òBoys 
to  

men.ó 

http://www.lacrosseforlife.org/volunteer.html
http://www.lacrosseforlife.org/donate.htm
http://www.lacrosseforlife.org/board.html


 

Leadership is doing the right thing all of the time, setting an example on and off the field, 
following instructions, always trying my best and asking for help when I need it. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     

                           
 
 
 

Legacy Circle  
(The following have graciously included  
us in their estate planning)  

Edwin & Sherry Miller* 
 

Starting Line Up  
($15,000+)  
Jim Moss Charity Golf Classic> 

 

Silver & Black Club  

($5,000 - $9,999)  
CIBC Miracle Day 
Bob Emery> 
Jamie & Maritje Greene> 
David Retik & Christopher Mello 
Foundation* 
 
 

Coachesõ Corner 

($2,500 - $4,999)  
Roji Behr~ 
DeLaSalle/St. Ignatius Challenge# 
Jan Long~ 
Chris Russell~ 
Steve Weis~ 
Michael Zell~ 
John Zerbe~ 
 
 

òBringing lacrosse to the city and the city to lacrosse.ó 

www.lacrosseforlife.org  

 

 

                                    THANK YOU 
to all of our donors, supporters and volunteers! 
We have done our very best to include all 
donations between 12/1/06 and 12/1/07. 

PLEASE PATRON THE MANY COMPANIES AND ORGANIZATIONS WHO ASSIST OUR MISSION: 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

Competitor Club  
($150 - $499)  
Braden Edwards & Carolyn Feinstein 
William Fisher 
Dan German 
Got Junk?> 
Clark Guittard> 
Jon & Sara Hess* 
Inouye Family  
Ed & Sherry Miller* 
Dan Monaghan> 
Marjorie Schooler+ 
Andrew Wyckoff> 
Pete Worstell> 
 

Fan Club 
(up to $149)  
Various Contributors 
 
 

Community Challengers  

($1,000 - $2,499)  
Tom Anderson~ 
Phil Connelly> 
Frederick Family 
Bill Gray Family 
Tom Mattimore Family 
Diablo Scorpions 
Sling-it Lacrosse> 
Andrew & Beth Thut * 
Steve Weis 
William Welty*# 
In Memory of Richard Schooler 
 
 

Visionary Volunteers  
($500 - $999)  
Mark Blake> 
Jason Buttles> 
Frank and Mary Connelly# 
Michael & Kelly Egeck 
Ethan Ewing> 
Dennis McEvoy> 
Tyler Lincoln> 
Lindsey Lyon * 
Dana Jackson> 
Jonathan Meyer 
George Pereira> 
Brent Simor> 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
>Donations contributing to Jim Moss Golf Event 
#DLS/SI event 
~In-kind/Consultative Services 
 

*In Memory of 
Josh Miller 

 

+In Memory of 
Richard Schooler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.pacclub.com/web/site/
http://stxlacrosse.com/
http://www.sfbayclub.com/web/site/
http://www.bearslax.org/
http://www.sfcitylax.org/
http://kippbayview.org/
http://www.scorpionlacrosse.com/ScorpLax.asp
http://www.uslacrosse.org/bridge/
http://www.jmpsecurities.com/
http://www.allwestlaxcamps.com/
http://www.cibcwmmiracleday.com/US/client_information.html
http://www.forbesmillsteakhouse.com/
http://www.freemanwinery.com/
http://www.njclax.org/
http://www.ncys.org/
http://sculax.ialax.com/
http://www.stanfordlax.com/
http://www.sonomalacrosse.com/
http://www.donateforcharity.com/index.html
http://www.lacrosseforlife.org/golf07/
http://www.ashburyimages.org/
http://www.1800gotjunk.com/us_en/homepage.aspx
http://www.teamupforyouth.org/
http://www.uslacrosse.org/
http://www.coloradomammoth.com/
http://www.slingitlax.com/
http://uslacrossepacific.org/
http://www.stx.com/k18/
http://www.yardbarker.com/users/KyleHarrison
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