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From the Chair Laurette Payette,  
WDOC Executive Committee 

As I reflect on my first year as the 

Chair for the WDOC Executive 

Committee (better known as the 

NUC) I am struck by how many 

umpires are doing so much for la-

crosse in so many parts of the US 

and elsewhere.  I have had the 

opportunity to travel to many parts 

of the US and just recently (June 

2008) to the Czech Republic for 

the Prague Cup.  Everywhere I 

travel I find that I am part of a 

group that is very committed to not 

only recruiting umpires, training 

umpires, rating umpires, and re-

taining umpires, but also to creat-

ing a supportive and nurturing en-

vironment in which  there is a 

place for everyone who has an 

interest in growing the game of 

women‘s lacrosse.   

I want to take this opportunity to 
express my thanks to many for 
many jobs well done.  I cannot in-
clude everyone and all jobs but 
will identify some very significant 
contributors to the success of the 
WDOC----  
 

All umpires who officiate the 

game of women‘s lacrosse and do 
their best to keep the game safe 
thereby making it possible to have 
a variety of events such as festi-
vals, tournaments, play days, clin-
ics, scrimmages, league games 
and non-league games at many 
different levels.  

Local Board Chairs and Region 

Chairs who along with their 

board officers (secretaries, 

treasurers, ratings chairs, etc.) 

provide a structure for umpires 

to be part of trainings, ratings, 

professional growth and devel-

opment and lacrosse games of 

all levels.  There is always so 

much to be done as the sport 

continues to grow so rapidly…

can we ever keep up?! 

All the volunteers who are will-

ing to serve on boards, councils 

and committees such as the 

Board of Directors, the Board of 

Governors, the NUC, the Train-

ing Committee, the Local Board 

Resources Committee, the 

Rules Committee, Rules Inter-

preters, the International Um-

pires Committee, the Convention 

Committee, the WDIA, the Na-

tional Tournament Committee, 

the NCAA Rules Committee, the 

NFHS Committee, and many 

others … 

More specifically I would like to 

thank the NUC for their time and 

dedication to the WDOC.  It has 

been a pleasure working with 

the six Super Region Chairs and 

the six At-Large representatives 

and the Ex-Officio Chair who  

(See ―Chair‖ on page 3 
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Approved District Rating Events & Clinics 

Super Region I Chair : Kathy Gibbons 

Oct. 12, 2008 Stonehill College. Kathy Gibbons District Clinics and Ratings 

Oct. 19, 2008 Southern New Hampshire University. Kathy Gibbons District Clinic and Ratings 

Oct. 26, 2008 Quinnipiac University. Kathy Gibbons District Training and Ratings 

  

Super Region II Chair : Peter Hyde 

TBD NYSWCAA. Peter Hyde District Rating Event 

  

Super Region III Chair : Ericka Leslie 

Oct. 5, 2008 

Fall Classic at Robert Morris Sheri Gimigliano sheri.i.gimigliano@questdianostics.com District Rating 
Event 

October 2008 Fall Classic at Dickinson Fran Trumbo mtrum4@aol.com District Rating Event 

    

Super Region IV Chair : Patti Cleary 

Sept. 28, 2008 Limestone Fall Fest Gaffney, SC Rena Whitehouse renawhitehouse@hotmail.com District Rating Event 

    

Super Region V Chair : Elaine Torvinen 

Late Sept/Early 
Oct Kent State Playday Connie Walton waltonc@hudson.edu District Rating Event New and Renewals 

October Chi-Town Classic Connie Walton waltonc@hudson.edu District Rating Event New and Renewals 

    

Super Region VI Chair : Lynn Beltran 

District Rating Events  

By Elaine Torvinen 

    The NUC continues its efforts to ensure 
that a district rating earned anywhere in 
the country is given using the same crite-
ria. We continue to work with the Training 
Committee on the refinement of the District 
Clinic Curriculum and workbook so that 
clinics can be standardized across the 
country and we can be assured the same 
information is being presented every-
where. 

    The NUC continues to review and revisit 
all applications for District Rating events to 
be sure that all criteria are being met at 
these events in terms of level of play, field 
conditions, durations of play, etc., to be 
sure it provides a sufficient test for a Dis-
trict rating. If you have an event in your 
area that you think would be a good Dis-
trict rating event, submit a District Rating 
Venue Application, found in the umpire‘s 
manual, to your Super Region Chair. 

The Training Committee is a sub-committee of the WDOC Executive 
Committee (NUC) that exists to assist the NUC in developing and pro-
ducing training materials for all levels of US Lacrosse WDOC umpires 
--- Youth-Adult & Junior, Apprentice, Local, District, and National.   
The ―Executive Committee‖ for the Training Committee will assist the 
NUC in setting  the agenda for the Training Committee and enlisting 
WDOC volunteers interested in working on various tasks such as cur-
ricula, training and rating materials, curriculum support materials such 
as PowerPoints presentations, manuals, handbooks, lesson plans, 
and technology. If you are interested in volunteering to assist with the 
Training Committee please contact Patti Klecha-Porter 
[pklechaporte@mail.wesleyan.edu ] or Laurette Payette 
[laurettepayette@gmail.com ]   
The ―Executive Committee‖ for the Training Committee with terms 
commencing August 1, 2008 and continuing through July 31, 2010 is 
as follows: 

Chair, Patti Klecha-Porter 
Patty Daley, Maggie Walsh, Trina Balch, Jenny Miriam, CarolLynn 
Davey, Lisa Ellsworth 

Umpire Development Clinic Information on USLacrosse website 

The Women‘s Division Officials Council (WDOC) has a strong commitment to support the training, rating, and re-
taining of umpires in both established local umpiring boards (LUBs) and developing areas in need of assistance. 
Subsidies from USLacrosse are available for areas that need help in starting a LUB, to young LUBs that need to 
teach new officials, and to LUBs of all longevity who need help in rating their members.  

The possibilities of support are broad and can be creatively formed by any area in need, whether established or in 
its infancy. And details are now on the WEB! 

Costs, details, and information about Umpire Development Clinics is now available on the WDOC web page. Find 
out what USLacrosse can do to support umpire training in your local area or board. Go to www.uslacrosse.org/
wdoc for information and applications. 

mailto:kathy_gibbons@verizon.net
mailto:p798hyde@aol.com
mailto:eadheiser@aol.com
mailto:pattilax@aol.com
mailto:lovetoref@comcast.net
mailto:pklechaporte@mail.wesleyan.edu
mailto:laurettepayette@gmail.com
http://www.uslacrosse.org/wdoc
http://www.uslacrosse.org/wdoc


Renew Your Membership 

By September 30!!!!! 

Chair ððððððððð (continued from page 1) 

comprise the NUC or the WDOC Executive Committee.   As the Ex-Officio Chair whose term has expired on the 

NUC, Perky Nellissen has provided very valuable guidance and support for me in all the tasks of the NUC Chair 

that I was negotiating for the first time.  As the Chair of Super Region IV Rena Whitehouse provided service and 

leadership for two terms and has chosen to step down at this time.  Welcome to Patti Cleary, Super Region IV 

Chair, who has been elected to serve as Rena‘s successor.  Welcome to the three NUC At-Large representa-

tives whose terms began August 1st, 2008 --- Jodi Michna, who is new to the NUC, and incumbents Patti Kletcha

-Porter, and Jeff Secor.  Collectively the NUC represents all of you, the members of the WDOC, and works very 

hard to maintain consistent, fair policy and procedure to recruit, train, rate, educate, and retain officials.  

National Renewal Umpires 2008 

Roni Anton   Amy Arcuri 

Ed Bebyn  Patti Cleary 

Sheila Donahue  Julie Duff 

Cindy Fabian  Joe Fanning 

Bonnie Foley  Sally Hartman 

Laura Hebert  Tammy Heffron 

Sue Kennedy  Judy Kopelman 

Nancy Madsen  Debbie Martin 

Janice McGrath  Jenny Miriam 

Sue Paige  Kate Sherwood 

Lisa Volland 

CONGRATULATIONS!!!!!    GO ZEBRAS!!! 

New National Umpires 2008 

 

Trina Balch  Dave Dunham 

Peggy Hoffman Jen Holland 

Margaret Kondracki Sally LaPorte 

Bridget Olp  Maureen Richard 

John Singleton John Trotta 

Kim Wallace  Jennifer Whelan 

National Umpires 

 granted an extension 2008 

Linda Thayer 

International Renewals 2008 

 

Lynn Craun  Sandy Goldthorpe 

Jen O‘Donnell  Fran Trumbo 

 

        Owls & Zebras, O My!!!! 
 Patti Klecha Porter, MariAnn Wilson, Nancy 
Coffman renewed their International Ratings at 
the OWL Tournament in Oshawa, Ontario, Can-
ada. Roxanne Curtis was a great hostess, and 
Carolyn Toll did a great job of assigning the um-
pires. We worked with many different Canadian 
umpires. There were three divisions in the OWL 
Tournament - U-15: two U-19 Divisions and an 
Open Division. The Tournament started on Friday 
night, July 25th. We got one game in on Saturday 
morning and then the sky opened up and dumped 
a few inches of rain on us. We tried to reconvene 
late in the afternoon, but it was not to be. All of the 
games that were missed on Saturday plus the 
games that were scheduled for Sunday were 
played on Sunday. We all went home sore and 
tired, but finished the job at hand. 

  US Womenõs National Team Trials 
 From August 1 - 3, 78 young women arrived at 
UMBC in Baltimore, MD to try out for the US 
Elite and Developmental teams. Sessions took 
place throughout the day on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. Umpires present at the try outs and 
helping to officiate a variety of half and full field 
games included: Tina Bathory, Patti Cleary, 
Nancy Coffman, Sandy Goldthorpe, Rala 
Heinen, Jodi Michna & Fran Trumbo. Many 
thanks to Sandy Goldthorpe who helped organ-
ize the umpires for this event, which allowed all 
of the umpires the opportunity to utilize interna-
tional rules and procedures. 



January 16-18, 2009 
Baltimore Convention Center  

 
NEW THIS YEARéCONVENTION BEGINS FRIDAY !   

The Officials Track will begin at noon on Friday  
and continue on through Sunday morning.    

 

HIGHLIGHTS  

FRIDAY 

 12pm Missed Calls or Dropped Balls?    
Clearing the Lane Between Umpires and Coaches 
Presented by Janine Tucker, Head Coach, Johns Hopkins Univ.  

 7pm Keynote Speaker  ð Watch for the announcement from US Lacrosse later 

this month, you wonõt want to miss this one. 

 

SATURDAY  You Make the Call  
An Interactive Application of the Rules  
Small group discussions facilitated by Patty Daley, NCAA Division I Final 
Four Umpire accompanied by the rest of the 2008 NCAA Tournament Umpires 

 Shooting Space & 3 Seconds 
A look into the differing perspectives of coaches and umpires 
Co-presented by Laura Hebert, NCAA Division I Tournament Umpire, USL 
National Rules Interpreter & Jenny Levy, Head Coach, UNC  

 

SUNDAY Revisiting the Rules  

Weekend recap of the 2008-2009 points of emphasis 
Presented by Pat Dillon, NCAA Division I Final Four Umpire, USL Rules 
Committee Chair & NCAA Rules Secretary-Editor  

Visit www.uslacrosse.org for registration and travel information.  Registration begins Sept. 15, 2008. 

http://www.uslacrosse.org


USTC Fall Classic ï District Umpire Camp 

And District Rating Opportunity 

Friday, October 10th-Sunday, October 12th  

Downingtown, PA 

 

WANTED: 

 

New and Renewal District Candidates 

to improve their skills!!! 

 

 

 Come to Downingtown during a great weekend of high school and collegiate lacrosse.  The Fall Classic is known 
as a great venue for upper level lacrosse.  In addition to working games each day, you will receive classroom and 
on-field training sessions in the three-person umpiring system.   

 

 This is a great opportunity to improve your skills with teaching and feedback from National and International rated 
clinicians. 

 

Camp starts Friday evening with a classroom session at 6:00 pm and ends on Sunday after games conclude at 
3:00 pm. 

 

Daily feedback will be provided.  Take this opportunity to observe and/or work with National umpires. 

 

Cost:   $150.00  Non-refundable 

 

Includes:   3-5 hours of classroom and on-field three-person positioning  

  District Clinic Workbook  

  Umpiring games in the three-person system with  

  feedback from clinicians 

  Box lunch at the field each day 

  Snacks at the evening classroom sessions 

  Water and beverages at the fields  

  Written evaluation to be sent within two weeks of camp completion 

 

Housing will be on your own with recommended hotels and group rates provided. 

    

Registration opens August 22, 2008 and is based on a first-come, first-served basis.  If you wish to attend the 
Downingtown District Umpire Camp, please send an email expressing your interest (include your name and email 
address) to Trina Mangano Balch at tmand3gs@yahoo.com  

 

You will receive an email with the link to the US Lacrosse website prior to the opening of registration on August 
22nd. 
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2008 USTC Fall Classic ð National Umpire Clinic 

Friday, October 10
th

-Sunday, October 12th  

Downingtown, PA 

 

WANTED: 
New National Umpire Candidates 

 
Come to Downingtown for the Fall Classic --- a great weekend of collegiate lacrosse and a National 
Umpire Clinic. This clinic and a recommendation from the clinicians are mandatory for District Um-
pires who wish to stand for a National Rating in 2009. Attendance requires a recommendation from 
two National Rated Umpires. District Umpires considering the eventual pursuit of their National Rat-
ing will want to attend this clinic with Head Clinician Mara Wager.  
 
The Clinic begins Friday evening with a classroom session at 7:30 PM by Head Clinician Mara Wa-
gar, NUC Chair Laurette Payette, BOG Chair Laura Hebert, and Rules Committee Chair Pat Dillon.  
The Clinic continues Saturday morning at 8:30 AM until 4 PM with on-field, 3-umpire system experi-
ences with National Clinicians and a one hour lunch break. Saturday night (7 – 9 PM) includes class-
room discussion.  Sunday 10 AM – 1 PM includes more field experience and lunch.  Written feed-
back/evaluation will be provided. 
 
Required: Recommendations from 2 National Rated Umpires 
 
Cost:   $200.00  Non-refundable 
   
Includes:   3-5 hours of classroom 
  National Clinic Workbook  
  Umpiring games in the three-person system with  
  Feedback from clinicians 
  Lunch (provided) at the field each day 
  Snacks at the evening classroom sessions 
  Water and beverages at the fields  
  Written evaluation to be sent within three weeks of camp completion 
 
Housing: Make your own arrangements --- refer to ―Housing‖ on the website 

www.Go2USTC.com  
    
Registration: On-line registration opens August 22, 2008 and is based on a first-come, first-served 

basis with recommendations from two National rated umpires.  Go to the US Lacrosse 
website to register http://www.uslacrosse.org/WDOC                                                                            

 
Questions: Contact Mara Wager at Mara_97@hotmail.com or 518-439-8682 
 

Downingtown Clinicians APPLY NOW!  

District Clinician Applications for Downingtown District are 

being accepted now. 

Dates: Friday, October 10—Sunday, October 12 

Must hold a National rating and have clinic experience at 

the District level 

Duties: Hold a maximum of 2 classroom sessions; 

PowerPoint experience preferred; Responsible for fol-

lowing the USL provided umpire curriculum and must 

teach toward USL standardized objectives; must be  

Available for on-field feedback for all candidates con-

duct debriefings after each day to entire group; within 2 

weeks of the conclusion of camp, must complete a final 

written evaluation/rating for 2 to 3 campers. 

Stipend: $500 for the event 

Housing: local hotels or umpire homes 

Must arrive Friday for 6 p.m. classroom; depart after 4 

p.m. on Sunday. 

Send applications/resume/clinic experience to Trina 

Mangano Balch at tmand3gs@yahoo.com. 
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October Educational Symposium Set An 

educational symposium has been set for October 

4-5 at Sweet Briar College in Lynchburg, VA. The 

event will bring together men's and women's 

coaches and officials for a day of interactive learn-

ing and communication. Saturday, Oct. 4 will in-

clude classroom instruction and discussion, and 

Sunday, Oct. 5, will consist of a play day and 

training session for new and returning women's 

officials.  Interested individuals should contact 

Chip Rogers at chipr@virginia.edu.  

BE A VOLUNTEER 

If you are interested in serving as a volunteer for US Lacrosse 
please complete a ―National Service Application‖ and submit 
your application and a resume to Laurette Payette, WDOC Ex-
ecutive Committee Chair. [laurettepayette@gmail.com ] 

 
MEMBERS OF THE WDOC 

 UMPIRE MANUAL UPDATES -  Please submit any Umpire 
Manual corrections/edits, suggestions, questions to your Super 
Region Chair and/or Peter Hyde, Umpire Manual Editor 

[ p798hyde@aol.com ]   The NUC will review all submissions.     

Womenõs Championship A Surprise, in Overtime 
The US Lacrosse Women‘s Intercollegiate Associates National Championship in May showcased the 
best of college club lacrosse. Sixteen teams from across the country met in Denver to determine if Cal 
Poly would hold onto their crown. Cal Poly is the only champion the tournament has ever known since its 
inception in 2001. 

As always, weather was a factor in the event with rain threatening to wash out the first day of the tourna-
ment and causing delays for umpire arrivals. Turf to the rescue as the schedule was tweaked and all 
games were played on the first two days somewhat as planned.  Flexibility by the Colorado folks covered 
all games until the rest of the ―stripes‖ could get in. Back to both grass and turf on the third day of the 
tournament, but the weather was not finished. The consolation game was played in a dust storm with 
tumbleweeds blowing hard across the fields! 

The Championship game was played in the Denver Bronco‘s Invesco Field, an absolutely gorgeous 
venue. Cal Poly entered their 8

th
 straight final to take on hometown favorite, Colorado State. A tight, excit-

ing game ensued as the teams played wonderful lacrosse.  CSU‘s goalkeeper defended an 8m shot in 
the last 30 seconds to take the game to overtime.  CSU took over the overtime to break the streak and 
become the only team to defeat Cal Poly at the WDIA Championships. 

Many thanks to all the umpires who worked so hard to make the tournament a success. 

Lissa Fickert, Dayton, OH    Dennis Bremser, Colorado Springs, CO 

Lynn Beltran, Salt Lake City, UT   Jennifer Dorff, Colorado Springs, CO 

Cheryl Quinn-MacNeill, Oshawa, ON  Lisa Ellsworth, Denver, CO 

Jenn Eames, Wareham, MA   Jessica Hardy, Denver, CO 

Janet Lennon-Jones, Redmond, WA  Tammy Heffron, Lakewood, CO 

Laurette Payette, Macedonia, OH   Devon Holcomb, Boulder, CO 

Connie Walton, Macedonia, OH   Hillary Patterson, Littleton, CO 

Sue Grasso, Ambler, PA    Robin Patterson, Parker, CO 

Trina Mangano-Balch, Vero Beach, FL  Kimberly Wallace, Westminster, CO 

Dave Holdsworth, Maple Grove, MN  Frank Bailey, Centennial, CO 

Amy Arcuri, Colorado Springs, CO  Diane Kielty, Denver, CO 

2009 US LACROSEE NATIONAL CONVENTION 

JANUARY 16 (Friday) ï JANUARY 18 (Sunday), 2009 

BALTIMORE, MD ï BALTIMORE CONVENTION CENTER 

ON-LINE REGISTRATION BEGINS SEPTEMBER 15, 2008 
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Around the World Lacrosse: The International Arena 

   5 US Umpires At Berlin Open 

The Berlin Open took place on June 20-22. The 
tournament, which was held this year in the fa-
mous Olympic Stadium in Berlin, brought to-
gether 11 women's lacrosse teams from 5 coun-
tries. There were many very competitive games 
throughout the tournament. The final game was a 
tight and fiercely fought match between the Ham-
burg Club team and the American International 
touring team in front of a crowd of spectators 
numbering well into the hundreds. The level of 
competition and the popularity of this tournament 
grows every year.   

   Anika Altenhain of the Berlin Lacrosse Club 
runs the women's side of the event and does a 
superb job of taking care of all the umpires. 
There were 5 US umpires this year. Berlin is a 
wonderful city to visit, full of history and great 
sight seeing opportunities. If you are interested in 
traveling to Berlin next summer, check out the 
tournament website at  www.berlinopen.de or, if 
you have questions, please contact Rala Heinen 
at rheinen@att.net or Lauren Charwat at char-
watl@att.net  

Dutch Women‘s LAX hosts 
1st international tourney 
 

On the weekend of June 6 - 8, 2008, the Dutch 
Women's Lacrosse Club held its first Interna-
tional Tournament in Amsterdam, the Nether-
lands. The tournament was hosted by the Am-
sterdam Lyons -- the men‘s and women‘s Am-
sterdam club teams. Five teams from England, 
Germany, and the Netherlands participated on 
the women's side. The games were competi-
tive; the event, well organized; the nighttime 
festivities, well-located and enjoyable for all. 
Amsterdam is a great city for a summer tour-
nament and this event has lots of potential to 
become one of the top lacrosse tournament 
venues in the future.   

The Dutch Women's Lacrosse program is 
comprised of seven teams from all over the 
Netherlands. Their most talented players will 
be headed to the World Cup next summer in 
Prague for the first time. If you have any ques-
tions regarding participating in the tournament 
next year, please contact Lauren Charwat 
at charwatl@att.net or visit the tournament 
website at www.lowlandstournament.nl. 

13 teams + 18 Umpires =  

 Senior Prague Cup  

   The Senior Prague Cup took place  the week of June 23-
28, 2008, in Prague at SK Slavia Praha, the site of the 
2009 World Cup. Eight International umpires as well 
as several other umpires attended this event; several of 
them experienced their first international lacrosse competi-
tion. Umpires arrived on Sunday; attended clinic sessions 
on rules, game management and tournament protocols on 
Monday and Tuesday.  Five friendly games were played 
on Monday/Tuesday and Friday. A total of 30 games were 
played during the tournament with 18 umpires acting as 
umpires and technical delegates. The level of umpiring 
was of a high standard and many of the umpires gained 
valuable experience serving as technical delegates and 
mentors to the umpires who did not have an International 
rating. There was never a lack of enthusiasm throughout 
the tournament and all the umpires contributed to the suc-
cess of the Senior Prague Cup.  

   Umpires who attended the Senior Prague Cup:  Karla 
Andre, Lynn Beltran, Lauren Charwat, Madge Corbitt, 
Josje Fens, Bohdan Fuka, Marge Garinger, Jackson Hee, 
Rala Heinen, Diane Horsey, Jackie Huffnell, Rob Keough, 
Mary McKnight, Jodi Michna, Tracy Magda, Laurette Pay-
ette, Wendy Reynolds, Connie Walton.  

   Teams who attended the Senior Prague Cup:  American 
International Sports Tours, England Hope, England Glory, 
Germany, Wales, Welsh Dragons, USA Elite, Scotland 
Blue, Scotland White, Czech Republic A, Czech Republic 
B, USA Athletes International. 

   Special thanks and recognition must go to the young vol-
unteers who were in charge of the scoring and tim-
ing. They were well organized and very eager to help the 
umpiring team with the administration of the games.  Also, 
a thank you to Barbara Klimoszkova and Veronika Brych-
cinova for looking after the umpires and making the tour-
nament a success. We wish them good luck for the 2009 
World Cup. 

Want to join the International Fun? 

Thinking of becoming an International um-

pire?  Contact International Umpires Committee 

Chair Sandy Goldthorpe on sgold-

thorpe@msn.com for information on umpiring 

opportunities and application procedures, or join 

us at the National Convention at the session on 

International Umpiring. 
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Call for Nominees for WDOC Awards  
Please consider submitting to the WDOC Executive Committee Chair (Laurette Payette) the name of a 
nominee for the ñDistinguished National Service Awardò and/or ñThe National Emeritus Awardò by 
November 1, 2008.  Nominees will be considered by the WDOC Executive Committee at the November 
meeting.  Award recipients will be recognized at the National Convention in Baltimore, MD on Friday, 
January 16, 2009 at the WDOC General Meeting. 

National Emeritus Award:  The National Emeritus Award is given to a National Umpire who has retired 
her status as a National Umpire and is recognized for her exemplary contributions to women‘s umpiring. 
The recipient of this award has served as a role model and has upheld the highest standards of profes-
sionalism.  The National Emeritus umpire has demonstrated exceptional service at the local, district and 
national levels.  This award is conferred by the WDOC Executive Committee upon an individual who has 
renewed his/her National Rating a minimum of two times.   

This individual may continue to officiate at the level of her on-field evaluation. If she chooses to no longer 
umpire or maintain an active rating, she may continue to serve as a clinician or an evaluator for up to five 
years after retiring her active status as an umpire, provided she stays current with rules and rule applica-
tions by attending an annual rules interpretation and taking the annual test. 

Distinguished National Service Award:   For exceptional service toward the professional develop-
ment and standards of the WDOC members on the local, regional, and national levels.   

Vail Shoot -Out A Successful 5 Days of Learning  
16 Campers, 6 clinicians and 1 camp director embarked on an adventure at the Vail Shoot-Out in late 
June.  Our mission was to train district umpires, officiate good lacrosse, meet new friends and have a 
good time doing so.  We accomplished all of our goals and then some. 

Campers and clinicians came from both coasts and all across the United States.  We covered Florida, 
Texas and California as well as New York, Maryland and Georgia just to name a few.  Every region of the 
country was well represented.  It was really interesting to learn not only about officiating in different parts 
of the county, but to hear about just how quickly lacrosse is growing and our continued need to train all 
levels of officials.  

At the camp, we spent five days learning all that we could.  We had classroom lectures, on-field demon-
strations and all campers got to work with high level National clinicians and mentors.  Back at the condos, 
the campers had ―chalk talk‖ almost every evening back in their condo.  We did get to enjoy ourselves 
too, with a social night out at a local lacrosse pub (Perky Nellissen brought a DVD of the division 1 final 
and we popped it into the DVD player at the pub.  It was awesome to see a bunch of guys lacrosse fans 
watching the women‘s final).  We were invited to the tournament picnic (Thanks, Jeff Secor) where we got 
to mingle with both players and coaches, and we ended the week with a group dinner back in Vail Village.   

All in all, it was a rousing success.  We ate well, played well but most of all learned from each other and 
developed new relationships and new officiating skills.  We all left Vail, Colorado just a little tired, but en-
ergized about lacrosse and officiating. If you haven‘t attended a district clinic and want to step up your of-
ficiating skills, pencil the Shoot-Out in for next June/July.  The NUC and training committee will be back 
there and we hope you will be joining us! 

REMINDER:  

LOCAL BOARD CHAIRS 

¶ Please update your rosters…new ratings and any other appropriate information.  Send your infor-
mation to Liz Piper at US Lacrosse as an excel spreadsheet document. [epiper@uslacrosse.org ] 

¶ Please reconcile your 2008 ―Rulebook Invoice‖ with membership details and/or payment to US La-
crosse.  Contact Liz Piper at US Lacrosse if you have questions. [epiper@uslacrosse.org ] 

¶ Please submit any ―Best Practices for Recruiting, Training, Rating, and Retaining Officials‖ to the 
Local Board Resources Committee Chair, Jen Dorff [craiger14@yahoo.com ]  What have you 
done that consistently works for you? 
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